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the Ministry  
of Clean air van03.03

rATionAl 

The wellness on wheels concept 
makes it easier for residents to 
be involved by bringing health 
and wellness resources to the 
neighborhood. modeled after 
the beacon of summer-time 
salvation (an ice cream truck), 
the ministry van will draw  
crowds with its cheerful 
tunes and nourishment.

a re-purposed, veggie-powered ice cream truck will 
serve as the Ministry of Clean air van. the van will be 
outfitted to provide health and wellness services and 
will set up in a central location, be it church, farmers’ 
market, or block party. through its outreach campaign 
and word of mouth, neighbors can gather at this pop-
up community center to learn all of the ways they can 
protect themselves against the dangers of poor air 
quality. the van will serve as a beacon of heightened 
community awareness and empowerment. this clean air 
squad will focus on education and prevention for  
a healthier way of living. 

M O C A

free asthma screening 

M O C A
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the Ministry  
of Clean air Cart

rATionAl 

The idea behind the cart comes 
from the traditional ice cream 
cart. The dinging bell, again, 
serves an audible beacon for 
improved quality of life.  
The pushcart is deployed 
deep into the crevices of 
the neighborhood to bring 
information to the people.

03.04

a re-purposed pushcart is designed to stride through 
the neighborhoods to spread awareness and information 
about air quality. the cart distributes more portable 
items such as educational materials, asthma tests,  
and garden seeds. it allows the Ministry to connect  
more informally and frequently with neighbors  
and stay attune to their concerns and issues. 

eDuCational  
Material

eDuCATion meDiums

• Flyers 

• Bi-Fold Pamphlets

• Tri-Fold Pamphlets

• Downloadable PDF doc.

• Website

• E-Blasts

03.05

one of the main functions of the Ministry is to keep  
the public informed of the most up-to-date information 
on air quality and related health concerns. the Ministry 
cannot rely on its mobile platforms and events alone. 
Print and digital educational material is necessary to 
ensure that the Ministry’s voice of hope and clean air will 
not get carried off with the wind.
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outDoor  
Plants

rATionAl

let something beautiful  
and inspiring help clean the 
air. The ministry will organize 
tree planting days to green the 
community and reduce  
air pollution. 

PArTiCulATe mATTer 
AbsorbinG Trees

english elm 
American sycamore 
black Walnut 
Common linden 
european larch 
red spruce

soil PolluTion AbsorbinG 
PlAnTs

seapink Thrift 
ragweed 
indian mustard 
sunflower 
Wheat 
Corn

03.06 inDoor  
Plants

rATionAl 

What better way to add a little 
color to a room? A houseplant 
is an inexpensive and simple 
solution to revitalize the air in 
homes. by handing out indoor 
plants to residents, it reminds 
them that the small steps can 
lead to big changes. 

mosT effeCTiVe  
HousePlAnTs

english ivy, spider Plant, Golden 
Pothos, Chinese evergreen, 
bamboo or reed Palm, snake 
Plant, Heartleaf Philodendron, 
selloum Philodendron, elephant 
ear Philodendron, red edged 
Dracaena, Cornstalk Dracaena, 
Janet Craig Dracaena, Warneck 
Dracaena, Weeping

03.07

a quiet, energy-efficient and decorative 
solution to improving up indoor air 
quality is with houseplants. they  
absorb toxins through their leaves,  
the larger leaves the better. air-filtering 
plants have even been found to increase 
human productivity and reduce of 
energy demand in buildings. 

among many other things, trees 
moderate climate and purify the air 
by removing soot, carbon dioxide, 
and other pollutants. when it rains, 
pollutants are washed off the leaves  
and soak into the soil, removing them 
from the air. the best trees for this 
job are the english elm, american 
sycamore, Black walnut, Common 
linden, european larch, red spruce. 

once the pollutants settle into the soil, 
they can be made further immobile by 
planting specific species that can take 
up contaminants into their biomass, 
removing them from the soil over time. 
sunflowers are one colorful way to 
improve the soil quality. 

03.07_2903.06_28
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asthMa  
test kit

rATionAl

easy access to the asthma test 
can protect residents from more 
serious problems caused by 
pollution. They can take charge 
of their health and learn about 
treatments and prevention. 

rATionAl

Trips to nature preserves not 
only expose residents to fresh 
air, but hiking trails encourage 
active lifestyles and new 
experiences keep people young 
and healthy.

A feW neArbY GeTAWAYs

Dan ryan Woods - A 244 acre 
preserve, home to the highest 
point in Chcago and a popular 
picnic site. Take the metra rock 
island suburban line outbound 
train to the 91st st. station 
located next to the preserve’s 
southern tip - or- take the CTA 
bus 87 marked “87th /Western.” 
Get off between Damen  
and Western Ave. at  
preserve entrance.

eggers Woods - located along 
Chicago’s southeastern border, 
this preserve of 151-acres 
connects to the old Plank road 
bike Trail and contains both 
woodland and wetland habitats. 
Take the CTA bus 30 marked 
“brandon /brainard” and get off 
at 112th st./ ewing Ave. Walk east 
on 112th st. for 5-6 blocks to the 
woods located at 112th st./ Ave. 
e. This bus also connects to the 
CTA red line Train at 69th st. 
There is no bus service north of 
91st st. on sundays.

03.08

Difficulty breathing and respiratory infections could 
be a sign of asthma brought on by air pollutions. early 
asthma detection, with a peak flow meter, can lead to 
more effective treatment. arming residents with this test 
to identify the early symptoms of asthma can help them 
avoid more serious illnesses and explore solutions. 

fresh air  
getaway03.09

City life can move at an unhealthy 
pace. a trip to a forest preserve offers 
residents a way to get out and explore 
the vast life of nature. some might  
not even be aware of these tranquil  
and fascinating places, but there are 
68,000 acres of natural areas in Cook 
County forest Preserves, many of  
which are accessible by public transit. 
the Ministry will distribute pre-paid  
day passes for public transit rides 
 to a nearby oasis.  

GAUGE
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winDow  
air filters03.10 oxygen  

Bar

rATionAl 

A window air filter is a 
convenient and affordable way 
to clean up dirty, illness-causing 
air in the home. They are easy 
to install as they pop into any 
existing window frame. 

03.11

an oxygen dispenses oxygen for 
recreational use; usually for sale  
and is often associated  with 
expendable income spending for 
entertainment or cheesy mall booths. 
individual flavored scents may be 
added to enhance the experience. 
while it is debatable if breathing in 
higher than normal amounts of oxygen 
is normal, or even unhealthy, it is often 
considered an therapeutic practice  
and is a perfect opportunity to attract 
the public’s attention and to offer  
a relaxing experience.

window air screens are designed to 
filter out harmful air particles and clean 
up indoor air. these sneaky pollutants, 
like soot, can even take up residence 
in furniture. the screens allow the 
household, especially asthma and 
allergy sufferers, to enjoy fresh, clean 
breezes. some window filters can 
prevent over 95% of air borne particles 
from entering; making homes and 
offices safe while allowing you to still 
hear the birds singing.

while current window filter products 
are competent at maintaining air quality 
within the home, their visual effect 
is not exactly stunning. we propose 
the development of a new screen that 
moves beyond function and provides 
visual interest both inside the home 
and from the street. Colored screens, 
available in the ten Ministry of Clean air 
colors can be popped in and out of the 
frame, allowing the user to customize 
their living space. visible from the 
streets, these patterns will serve as  
a visual manifestation of the Ministry’s 
impact throughout the community.

rATionAl 

Appealing to a wide range  
of community members,  
the ministry must offer a wide 
range of resources. The oxygen 
bar is a tongue-and-cheek 
offering that keeps the mood  
of the ministry fun, light,  
and appealing.

03.11_3303.10_32
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alternative  
MeDiCine03.12 air Quality  

testing eQuiPMent03.13

a dirty, untended respiratory system 
can cause the lungs to beg, ‘more 
qi, please’. Community acupuncture 
to the rescue! Polluted air can cause 
various lung, respiratory and immunity 
disorders, such as asthma and allergies. 
acupuncture, along with herbs, is  
a natural way to heal and balance the 
disorder. it strengthens the body to 
ward off invasive elements. 

Community acupuncture is an 
affordable way to improve health. 
it allows for a group of residents to 
get individualized treatments in a 
communal setting. two acupuncturists 
can set up six recliner chairs and 
the patients receive thirty to forty-
five minute sessions. yoga and other 
physical fitness practices can also 
be lead by the Ministry to support 
and improve the physical health of 
community members.

rATionAl 

many of the impacted 
communities have long-
standing, culturally- 
significant medicinal and 
healing traditions. The ministry 
can support and share the 
successful healing practices 
of these culturally-rich 
communities. 

as the Ministry hits the streets of 
impacted communities, it will serve 
as a roaming air quality detection 
unit. Day after day the smoke stacks 
emit pollution, depending on weather 
patterns those pollutants make their 
way across the lake or fall directly on 
adjacent communities. neighborhood-
specific data on the concentration of 
air pollutants near these point sources 
would be valuable to the community-
based organizations as well as to city 
and state-level policy-makers.

rATionAl 

by collecting air quality data over 
time, the coalition of community-
based organizations can build a 
stronger case to funders for 
the dedication of more health 
and well being resources to 
these communities.

noTe

The ministry will also broadcast 
the Air Quality index forecast 
published by the Partners for 
Clean Air and alert constituents 
on Air Pollution Action Days.

www.cleantheair.org
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Ministry of Clean air 
storyCorPs03.14

what better way to get residents involved in their 
community than through personal experiences?  
videos posted to a website will provide stories of 
inspiration and transformation as shared by locals.  
this way, people can learn firsthand through those  
who are dealing with the effects of poor air quality.

rATionAl 

Through hearing others’ stories, 
residents can learn how to 
take action towards getting 
healthy, staying healthy and 
voicing their concerns about the 
neighborhood. it sets the tone 
closer to home and, through 
neighbors, unites a community 
in a common cause.

storyCorps is one of the largest 
oral history projects of its kind. 
since 2003, it has collected 
and archived more than 30,000 
interviews from more than 
60,000 participants. storyCorps’ 
mission is to provide Americans 
of all backgrounds and beliefs  
with the opportunity to record, 
share, and preserve the stories 
of our lives.

www.storycorps.org
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